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A Message from the Director
2017 was a tumultuous year for our country, our community, 
and our organization. The amazing children and youth we 
work with continued to face challenges in a society that was 
debating how much they matter. Many in our nation fought 
against the erosion of environmental and social protections, 
principles we thought united us as a nation were challenged 
on a daily basis. At CommunityGrows, we said thank you and 
"see you soon" to our Founder and former Executive Director 
Barbara Wenger, who created and guided our work for over 
23 years. We said hello to several new amazing educators 
and goodbye to beloved staff taking their next professional 
steps. 

As CommunityGrows enters its 24th year, and my first as 
Executive Director, I am leading this organization with 
purpose through its continued evolution. I couldn't be more 
proud or humbled by the mantle of this vital work— making 
sure that ALL kids have the same access to outdoor spaces, 
education, and healthy food that kids in wealthier and “safer” 
neighborhoods enjoy. Positive engagement with the 
environment is proven to have lasting effects on children’s 
physical and mental health, and we want to ensure that all 
kids have the same chance at being healthy and pursuing 
their dreams.    

In 2018, we are going to turn a major corner in terms of 
financial and programmatic sustainability, increasing our 
involvement in community events, and becoming a leader 
in plant-based wellness in the Western Addition and 
beyond. We have an amazing staff of dedicated, caring, and 
creative educators who are paving the way for the next 
generation of eco-literate leaders. 

  
In gratitude and community, 

Kelly ErnstFriedman 
Executive Director 
CommunityGrows 



To  cultivate  healthy  youth  through  growing  

gardens  in  low- income ,  diverse  communities .

O U R  M I S S I O N



Positive engagement with the environment is 
proven to have lasting effects on children’s 

physical and mental health. In order to cultivate 
health in kids, CommunityGrows provides 
children and youth in San Francisco with 

consistent, free access to safe outdoor spaces 
and educational opportunities.

91%
Students Increase Test Scores

Our in-school garden education program 
helped increase science scores for 91% of 
students by an average of 33 points.

80%

80% of kids who took our cooking classes 
say they increased their consumption of 
nutritious food.

Kids Eat More Healthy Foods

75%

Teens Continue Their Education 
or Acquire Higher Paying Jobs

75% of youth that participated in our 
program graduated high school, went on 
to college, or acquired higher paying jobs.

Our Impact

“What I really like is when we get to 
water the plants, eat some berries, and 
just walk around, get to know the place, 
and feel that nothing could harm me. I 

feel like I’m meant to be there.” 
 – 5th Grader 

“I have radical and different ideas and I 
deserve to be heard. I’m not afraid of 

speaking my ideas. (Being on the BEETS 
Leadership Crew) puts in perspective 

how your ideas can impact the program." 
– 2017 BEETS Graduate 



2017 Financial Snapshot

Revenue

Expenses

Finances & Programming
CommunityGrows has had the privilege of serving and working with the Western 

Addition and Hayes Valley neighborhoods since 1994. Our programs are supported by 
incredibly generous and dedicated partners, neighbors, and friends in this community 

as well as foundations and City grants.  
 

As we said goodbye this year to Founder and friend, Barbara Wenger, we created 
a Legacy Fund to carry forward Barb’s vision and work into the coming years. 

Environmental Education 
Garden Program

Seed-to-Mouth 
Cooking Classes

BEETS 
Job & Life Skills Training

To support and nourish low- 
income young people from 
diverse backgrounds, so all 
youth have the opportunity 

to reach adulthood as 
healthy, eco-literate leaders 

of their communities.  

Our Programs

Click to learn more:

Our Vision

http://www.communitygrows.org/programs/environmental-education/
http://www.communitygrows.org/programs/seed-to-mouth/
http://www.communitygrows.org/programs/the-beets/


THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
We would like to thank all of our donors and supporters and extend a special note of appreciation 

to Nanny Almquist, Phyllis Friedman, Cissy Geballe, Pam Jackson, and the Koshland Foundation.

4505 Meats  
Aaron Greeno  
Abby Miller  
Abigail Blodgett and Adam Lazar  
Adrienne Friedman  
Aetna Foundation  
Alan Block  
Alena Kleinbrodt  
Alex Vazquez  
Alice Cravens  
Alissa Hewitt  
Allie and Mike Saperstein  
Alyssa Morris  
Ami Sampat  
Amy Baxter Slonim  
Andrea Berg  
Andrea Rule  
Angel Calica  
Angela Chou  
Ani Elmaoglu  
Anita Stewart  
Annie Sommerville and Zach Stewart 
Anonymous  
Arnie Kotler  
Ashley Bastinell  
Ashley Gibb  
Avila & Associates Consulting 
Engineers  
Avni Desai 
Barbara and Victor Fujimoto  
Barbara Horn  
Basya Petnick  
Bev Parrish/Mary Cavagnaro  
Bi-Rite Market  
Bob Barnwell  
Bobbi Ponce-Barge 
Brian Bageant 
Bruce Spivey 
Carol A. Miller  

Carol Koffel  
Carolyn Atherton 
Casey Johnson 
Catheline Leung 
Chandler Graddick 
Cheryl Michler 
Christina Mathis 
Christine Piele 
Christine Pielenz 
Clif Bar Family Foundation 
Craig Davini 
Craig Reynolds 
Dahlia Kamesar 
Daniel Lee 
Daphne Dobbs 
David Albright and Oscar Orozco 
David Burnett 
Derek Simmons 
Dianna Stammerjohn 
Dina Sigal 
Douglas Prudden 
Dr. Teeth 
Earl Frick 
Ed Sattizahn 
Eduardo Sera 
Elena McGill 
Eliska Meyers 
Elizabeth Holm 
Ellen Wang 
Embassy SF 
Episcopal Impact Fund 
Francee Covington  
Frances (Cissy) Geballe 
Frances Neagley 
Francis Tompkins  
Franza Giffen 
Gail Baugh and Jim Warshell
Gloria Heininger 
Gwenndolyn White  

Hannah Yaritz  
Heather Groninger 
Ilaria Tassi 
Ilene Oba 
In Honor of Barbara Wenger's 
Retirement! 
In honor of Margerie Nicholson 
Intersections Consulting 
Irene Lei 
Jack Elias 
James Mussman, MD 
Jane Hirshfield 
Jane Holm 
Janet Moassesfa 
Jaromy Schmidt 
Jason Do 
Jeff Johnso 
Jessa Barzelay 
Jessica H. 
Jessica Jauw
Joanna Spoth 
Jonathan Dille 
Jordan Eickelberger 
Joseph F. Josh and Kelley Myerberg
Joshua Lykes 
Juan M Muro 
Jude Koski and Sanjai Moses 
Judi Seibel and Gregory 
Dillensnyder
Judith Cohen & Malcolm Gissen
Judith Keenan 
Judy Heininger 
Kaiser Permanente 
Karyn Witmer-Gow 
Kat Sawyer 
Kathleen Daley 
Kathleen Duffy 
Keith Fink 
Kelley Calkins  



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Kelly Meadows  
Kerimcan Oral 
Kev Zoryan 
Kim Illig 
Koshland Family Foundation 
Krista Farey 
Kristen Buppert 
Kristen Wolslegel 
Kyle Vinson and Laura Rosen 
Kyle Virgien 
Learning For Action 
Lisa Grosch 
Lori Gannon 
Lynn Hennelly 
Margaret Holland 
Maricel Guinto 
Marilou Lascari 
Marsha Angus and Christina 
Lehnherr 
Mary Catherine Dino 
Mary Hanson 
Matthew Kosmala 
Matthias Chiquet 
Maureen Morrison 
Megan Terraforte 
Mei Ling Hui 
Memory of Yvonne Koshland
Meredith Pavia 
Michael Wisdom
Mike Willemsen 
Mimi Manning 
Mo and Frank Ferrell 
Morgan Holland 
Myphon Hunt 
Nan Mcguire 
Nanny Almquist
Neema 
Niantic Charitable Trust 
Nicole Borghard 
Nicole Simoneaux 

Norman Fischer 
Oscar Wolters-Duran  
Pamela Jackson
Patricia Phelan  
Patrick Oliver 
Paul Hoyos and Abby Winship- 
Hoyos 
Paul Olsen 
Paul Rosenblum 
Paula Rugg 
Peaceful Sea Sangha  
Peter Coyote and Steanie Pleet
Peter Magganas 
Peter Overton 
Peter van der Sterre 
Phyllis Friedman 
Pisei Whitney Ping 
Priscilla Stoyanof and David 
Roche 
Rachel Penney 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Rena and Bill Vilt 
Renee Strong 
Richard Osborne 
Rick Levine 
Robert Bogolub 
Robert Zimmerman 
Rodney Chin 
Ross Michler 
Ruth Wong 
Ryan Clark 
Ryan Fretwell 
Safeway 
Sally Chang 
Samuel Sperling 
San Francisco Department of 
Children, Youth, and Their Families 
San Francisco District Attorney 
George Gascón  
San Francisco HEAL  

San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission  
San Francisco Zen Center 
Sangi Rajbhandari 
sanjeev malik and family 
Sarah E. Penney 
Sarah Krasin 
Sarianne Madsen 
Shalini Singh 
Shanell Williams 
Sheridan Spivey 
Sherry Suisman 
Shinshu Roberts and Jaku Kinst
Starbucks Foundation 
Stephanie Kwong Ting 
Steve Weintraub 
Steven Allen 
Steven Tipton 
Stuart Michler 
Susan F Hurrell CPA 
Taigen Dan Leighton 
Teah Strozer 
Teeth SF 
Tessa Borelli 
Thomas Mello 
Tim and Mardy Meadows 
Tommy Leep 
Valerie and Michael Penney
Valerie Harris 
Vanya Palmers 
Victor Poon 
Wendy Johnson Rudnick and Peter 
Rudnick 
Whitney Barnecut 
Whole Foods 
William Johnson 
William Newsom 
Wilson Zhao 
Youth Outside 



Abigail Blodgett, Attorney, Cotchett, Pitre & 
McCarthy, LLP
Maricel Guinto, Associate Public Affairs 
Representative, Kaiser Permanente
Liz Holm, Store Manager, Starbucks
Jessica Jauw, Project Coordinator, JS Sullivan 
Development, LLC
Casey Johnson, Sr. Associate, RSF Social 
Finance
Kevin Lee, Green Business Associate, San 
Francisco Department of the Environment
Catheline Leung, Director of Enterprise 
Client Solutions, Rocket Fuel 

Advisory Board

Program Partners

African American Art & Culture Complex
Booker T. Washington Community Service Center
Buchanan YMCA
Camping at the Presidio
Cobb Elementary School ExCEL Program
Good Samaritan Family Resource Center / Vision 
Academy
Green Gulch Farm & San Francisco Zen Center
Green Streets
Hayward Rec Connect
Japanese Community Youth Council
John Muir Elementary School
Magic Zone
Mo’ MAGIC
Plaza East Associates, LP
Prince Hall Learning Center
Rosa Parks Elementary School
San Francisco Recreation & Parks Department
Up On Top
Village Project
Western Addition Beacon Center
Willie Mays Boys & Girls Club at Hunters Point 

Christina Mathis, Assistant Vice President, CCS
Stuart Michler, Equity Research Analyst, Goldman Sachs
William Newsom, Associate, Cooley LLP
Sarah Penney, Case Team Leader, Bain & Co
Jaromy Schmidt, District Manager, Starbucks
Dina Sigal, Marketing and Communications Officer, The San Francisco Foundation
Krysti Specht, Senior Community Development Specialist, Office of Economic and Workforce 
Development, City and County of San Francisco 



"To me, the garden represents 
a place for growth and new 

beginnings… 
Like the garden, our lives are 
constantly changing. We don’t 
recognize change in ourselves 
but it’s there. We just need to 
look back to see how much 

we’ve grown." 
 

– 2017 BEETS Graduate 


